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reform political debate over the public air-
waves.

I applaud your previous decision to take
the next steps toward providing such free and
reduced rate time. The issues surrounding
such a proposal are complex; there are a vari-
ety of ways to proceed, and the views of all
interested parties should be considered. But
I continue to believe that providing such
airtime is the critical next step to strengthen
our democracy, improve our political system,
and give voters the loudest voice.

I strongly oppose any effort in the Con-
gress to block your ability to take the next
important steps for reform. Yesterday’s de-
feat means that it will be virtually impossible
for the Congress to move forward on cam-
paign finance reform. The Congress should
not make matters worse by actively blocking
your progress.

The most realistic next steps for reform
will come from the actions of regulatory
agencies, acting within their legal authority,
to renew our democracy. I thank you for your
leadership and pledge to work with you as
you move forward.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

Letter to Members of the Federal
Election Commission on Campaign
Finance Reform
February 27, 1998

To the Members of the Federal Election
Commission:

Yesterday’s defeat of comprehensive cam-
paign finance reform legislation in the Senate
makes it even more imperative that the Fed-
eral Election Commission (FEC) act to end
the soft money system.

On June 4, 1997, I petitioned the FEC
to act within its current statutory authority
to end the soft money system. Your General
Counsel, Lawrence Noble, has concluded
that the FEC does, in fact, have the legal
authority to act. This would be a major break-
through for reform. I understand you have
asked the General Counsel to explore other
options—but the inability of the Congress to
act on this vital public matter underscores

how urgent it is that the FEC proceed with-
out delay.

The rules governing soft money are prin-
cipally the legacy of decades of decisions by
the FEC. You have it in your power to act
now to end this system. If no action is taken,
then in coming years the fundraising arms
race that has consumed both parties will only
worsen.

The Senate’s failure to pass campaign fi-
nance reform legislation means the most re-
alistic next steps for reform will come from
the actions of regulatory agencies, acting
within their legal authority, to renew our de-
mocracy. I thank the FEC for the steps it
has taken thus far and urge you to press for-
ward to end the soft money system.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7069—American Red
Cross Month, 1998

February 27, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Americans share a long tradition of com-
passion for others and lending aid to those
in need. Since our earliest days as a Nation,
we have been able to bear the heartbreak
of family tragedy, personal hardship, or natu-
ral disaster because of the help of caring
friends and neighbors. For 117 years, the
American Red Cross has been the staunchest
of friends and neighbors to millions of people
both here at home and around the world,
adding its own vital contributions to our his-
tory of service.

The American Red Cross brings both com-
fort and practical assistance to the victims of
more than 65,000 disasters each year, from
hurricanes and tornadoes affecting thousands
of people to a house fire involving a single
family. Members of the Red Cross also work
on the front lines of armed conflicts and dis-
asters across the globe to relieve suffering
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and restore human dignity and self-suffi-
ciency. At the same time, they serve along-
side our men and women in uniform wher-
ever they are deployed, relaying urgent fam-
ily messages and providing a precious link
with home. And through its Holocaust and
War Victims Tracing and Information Cen-
ter, the Red Cross has helped thousands of
families in their search for information about
the fate of loved ones from whom they were
separated during the Holocaust.

Few of us have remained untouched by
the work of the Red Cross. The Red Cross
collects, tests, and distributes six million units
of donated blood each year, nearly half the
Nation’s supply. More than 1,300 Red Cross
chapters in communities across America
teach health and safety courses to 12 million
people each year, providing them with
knowledge regarding CPR, first aid, water
safety, and HIV/AIDS that can—and does—
saves lives.

The Red Cross has become a simple yet
powerful symbol that transcends language
and conveys a universally understood mes-
sage of hope. This symbol draws its strength
from the dedication of the more than 1.3 mil-
lion volunteers who help disaster victims, as-
sist at blood drives, teach health classes, and
respond to urgent community needs. I com-
mend the generous spirit of all those who
carry out the important work of the American
Red Cross, and I encourage all Americans
to support their efforts—whether by giving
blood, donating funds to help disaster vic-
tims, or becoming Red Cross volunteers
themselves. In doing so, we will ensure that
the American Red Cross will continue its tra-
dition of compassionate service in the 21st
century and beyond.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America
and Honorary Chairman of the American
Red Cross, by virtue of the authority vested
in me by the Constitution and laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim March
1998 as American Red Cross Month. I urge
all the people of the United States to support
Red Cross chapters nationwide, and I chal-
lenge each of you to become active partici-
pants in advancing the noble mission of the
Red Cross.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of Feb-
ruary, in the year of our Lord nineteen hun-
dred and ninety-eight, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two
hundred and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:34 a.m., March 2, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on March 3.

Proclamation 7070—Irish-American
Heritage Month, 1998
February 27, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As it has been for many immigrants, Amer-

ica has always been a beacon of hope for the
Irish people, a land of promise beckoning on
the far shore of the Atlantic where they could
build a better life for themselves and their
children. Those who traveled here in the
17th and 18th centuries came primarily to
escape religious, social, and political discrimi-
nation in their homeland. But millions of
Irish immigrants who came to the United
States in the 19th century were fleeing not
only persecution, but also the specter of star-
vation and disease brought on by the Great
Hunger, the devastating potato famine that
began in the 1840s. Many of them did not
survive the journey; many of those who did
arrive at America’s ports were hungry, ill, and
crushingly poor.

But the Irish did not come to America
empty-handed. They brought with them
strong arms and an even stronger spirit that
would help to build our Nation’s great canals,
bridges, and railroads. They would wrest coal
from the mines of Pennsylvania and raise the
skyscrapers of New York. They brought with
them a love of words that enriched American
journalism and literature and produced writ-
ers such as John Boyle O’Reilly, Ring Lard-
ner, Eugene O’Neill, and Mary McCarthy.
They brought as well a great reverence for
education and created schools, colleges, and
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